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24th January, 1803,

"

Read the firft and fecond time, and drdered to be committed to a Com-
mittee of the whole House on Thurfday next.

A BILL

Supplementary to the < Act coticerning Consuls and’ Viéé-’ébhsztls,” and
. Jor the further protection of American Seamen.

1 ¥Be it enaied, by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefenta-
2 tives of the United States of America, in Congrefs aflembled,

.3 'That before a clearance be granted to any veflel bound on a
4 foreign voyage, the mafter thereof fhall deliver to the colle@or
5 of the cuftoms, a lift, containing the names, places of birth and
6 refidence, and a defcription of the perfons [of all the citizens of
7 the United States] who compofe his fthip’s company, to which
'8 lift he fhall make oath, (;r (if he be a quaker) affirmation, before
9 the 'faid colle&tor, who fhall deliver him a certified copy thereof|

10 for which the colletor fhall be entitled to receive the fum of

11 ~ cents ; and the faid mafter thall moreover enter into bond

12 with fufficient fecurity, in the fum of "~ dollars, that
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. viceconful, commercial agent,

(2 )
he fhall exhibit the aforefaid certified copy of the lift to the firft

“boarding officer, at the firfl port in the United States, at which

he fhall arrive on his return thereto, whofe duty it fhall be to
examine the men Witil fuch lift, and to report the fame to the
collector ; and it thall be the duty of the colleGor at the faid
port of al‘rival; (where the {fame is different from the port from
which the veﬂ’ei brigiﬁally failed) to ?ranfmit a copy of £he 1ift
fo reported to him, to the colle@or of the port from which faid
veflel originally failed: Provided, That the faid bond fhall not
be forfeited on account of the faid mafler not producing to the

firft boarding officer, as aforefaid, any of the perfons contained in

the faid lift, W-hb_ may be difeharged in a foreign -country with

the confent of ‘the conful; vice-conful, commercial agent, or vice-

_commercial agent there refiding, fignified fiv. writing, under his
) han.d and official feal, to be produced to the colleGor with the

~other perfons compofing the crew as aforefaid ; mOr on account

of any fuch perfon dying or ablconding, or being forcibly im-
prefled into other fervice, of which {atisfattory proef {hall be

then alfo exhibited to the colletor.

. OecT. 2. Anrd be it enacied, That it thall be the duty of every

-mafter or commander of a thip or veflel, belonging to citizens of

the L_Tpited States, on his-arrival at a foreign port, 1o depofit his

regifler, fea letter, and Mediterranean pafiport, with the ‘conful,

or vice-commercial agent, (if any

there be at fuch port;) that in cafe of refufal or negle& of the
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faid mafter or commander, w depofit the faid papers as aforefaid,
he fhall forfeit and pay dollars, to be recovered by
the faid conful, vice-conful, commercial agent, or vice-commer-
cial agent, n his own name, for the benefit of the United States,
in any court of competent jurifdi€tion ; and it thall be the duty
of fuch conful, vice-conful, commercial agent, or vice-commercial
agent, on fuch mafter or commander producing to him a clearance
from the proper officer of the port, where his thip or veflel may
be, to deliver to the faid mafler or commander all of his faid
papers: - Prowided, foch mafter or commander thall have com-
plied with the provifions contained in this a&, and thofe of the

aét to which this is a fupplement.. .

. Sier. 3. And be it further enacted, That whenever a fhip or

veflel belonging to a citizen of the United States, fhall be fold in
a foreign country, and her company difcharged, or when a fea-
man or mariner, a citizen, of the United States, thall, with his
own confent, be difcharged in a foreign country, it fhall be the
duty of the maflter or commander to produce to the conful, vice-

conful, commercial agent, or vice-commercial agent, the lift of his -

thips’ company, certified as aforefaid ; and to pay te fuch conful,

vice-conful, commercial agent, or vice-commercial agent, for
every feaman or mariner fo difcharged, being defignated on fuch
lift as a citizen of the United States, three months pay, over and
above the wages which may then be due to {uch marineror fea-

man, two thirds thereof to be paid by fuch conful, or commercial
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agent, to each {eaman or mariner {o difcharged, and the other
months pay to be retained for the purpofe of creating a fund for
the payment of the paffages of feamen or mariners, citizens of
the United States, who may be defirous of returning to the Unit-
ed States, and for the maintenance of American feamen who
may be deftitute, and may be in fuch foreign port.

SecT. 4. And be it further enacted, That it {hall be the duty

of the confuls, vice-confuls, commercial agents, vice-commercial
agents of the United States, from time to time to provide for the
mariners and feamen of the United States, who may be found
deftitute within their diftricts refpeétively, fufficient fubfiftence
and paflages to fome port in the United States, in the moft rea-
fonable manner, at the expenfe of the United States, fubje& to
fuch inftrufions as the fecretary of ftate fhall give: and that all
mafters and commanders of veflels belonging to citizens of the
United States, and bound to fome port of the fame, are hereby
required and enjoined to take fuch mariners or {feamen on board
of their thips or veflels, at the requeft of the faid-confuls, vice-
confuls, commercialagentsor vice-commercial agents refpectively,
and to tranfport them to the port in the United States to which
fuch thips or veflels may be bound, on fuch terms not exceeding
ten dollars for each perfon, as may be agreed between the faid
mafter and conful or comme=cial agent. And the faid mariners
or feamen fhall, if able, be bound to do duty on board fuch thips

or veflels according to their feveral abilities: LProvided, That no
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mafter-or captain of any thip .or:veffel fhall be obliged to take a
greater number than two “men to every otie hundred tons bur-

then ' of the faid fhip of veflel, 'on any one 'voyage : .and if any

fuch e#ptain'or ‘mafter fhall refufs the fame on the requefl or
“order’of the -conful, vice-conful, comumercial agent or vice-com-
mereial ageﬁt,;'fu‘élrl cﬁﬁ*n or miafler fhall forfeit and pay the
: fu'm'—éf -t s dolars for each mdriner or feamen fo refufed,

“to'be recovered for the benefit of the United Syates inany court

of competent jurifdi@tién. = And the certificate ‘of any fuch cpn-
ful or commercial afrmt, given under his hand and official {aal

thalk be przma Jacie ewdence of fuch refufal in any court of law

‘having jurifdittion for the recovery of thé penalty aforefaid.

Spers 5. And: be it further enacted, That. the feventh and

- eighth fe€&ion of the a&, intituled, ¢ An A& concerning confuls

- and vice-confuls,” be and the fame are hereby repealedt and

that the fecretary of fate be authorized to reimburfe the confuls,

vice-confuls, commercial agents or vice-commercial agents, fuch

. rerfonable fums as they may heretofore have advanced for the

" relief of feamen, though the fame fhould exceed the rate of twelve

cents a man per diem,

SecT. 6. And;bgitfu;rtlzer» enacted, That it {hall and may be
lawful for every conful, vice-con{ul, commercial agent and vice-
commercial agent of the United States, to take and receive for
every certificate of difcharge of any feaman or mariner in a foreign

port cents ; and for commiffion on paying and receiv-

B
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‘ing the amount of wages payable on the difcharge of feamen in

foreign ports, two and a half per centum,
Sect. 7. And-be it further enacted, That if any conful, vice-
conful, commercial agent or vice-commercial agent, fhall fallly

and knowingly certify, that property belonging to. foreigners ig

-property belonging to citizens of the United States, he fhall on

convi€tion thezeof, in any court of competent jurifdition, forfeit

and pay a fine not exceeding ten thoufand dollars, at the dilcretion

of the caurt, and be imprifoned for any term not exceseding
years.

Secr. 8. dud be it further enacted, That if any conful, vice-

conful; commercial agent or vice-commercial agent, fhall grant

$: a3 paflpowt or other paper certifying that any foreigner, knowing
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him or her.d0 be fuch, is a citizen of the United States, he fhall

an cenviftion thereof in any gourt of sompetent jurifdiction, for-

feit and pay. a. fine not exceeding ~ dollars.

Segr. Q. dnd be it further enacted, That all powers of attor-
ney executed in a foreign country for the transfer-of any ftock of
the United States, or for the receipt .of intereft thereon, fhall be
verified by the fignature and feal of a cenful, vice-conful, com-
mercial agent, or vice-commercial agent, if any there be at the

place where the fame fhall be execufed.‘
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